
INDO-NEPAL FESTIVAL OF LITERATURE AND CULTURE

October 20, 21 and 22, 2011 in Kathmandu, Nepal.

The month of October was particularly busy for us. We had finished the 

SAARC Folklore and Heritage Festival on October 2nd. And we had to 

begin preparation for the Indo-Nepal festival of Literature and Culture to 

be held on October 20, 21 and 22, 2011 in Kathmandu, Nepal.

This again is a regular Conference that we have been organizing every 

year since 2002. The thrust of the conference is to showcase the 

developments and similarities in Indian and Nepali culture and literature. 

The Conference aims at exploring common grounds for future sharing of 

ideas and beliefs and for celebrating the diversities. The Conference is a 

converging of the  minds of authorities on their various subjects and of 

delving into the younger ones that have just stepped on the path of 

exploring their creative springs.

We, the Indian Delegation, headed by Ajeet Cour,  landed in Kathmandu 

on Tuesday 19th October, 2011 and were taken straight to the Hotel de l” 

Annapurna. This is in the heart of the Kathmandu.

After a short rest most of the delegates went to the Durbar Square, which 

is illuminated by special lights at night. It is a great historical town within 

the main city of Kathmandu. And once inside this city it is like having 

transcended time and space and arrived in another era.

20th October, 2011

THE INAUGURAL 

Venue : REGAL Hall, Hotel Yak and Yeti, Durbarmarg, Kathmandu.

After the registration of the delegates, the Conference was Inaugurated 

by a Flute Recital by Pt. Kailash Sharma with Tabla accompaniment by 

Pt. Prasoon Chatter ji.

In her Welcome Address, Ajeet Cour, elaborated on the long relationship 

that India and Nepal had with each other. She said “It has been a 

relationship of sharing, of mutual exchange, of support, friendship and 

warmth. We share languages, religions, deities and beliefs.

We share a long border and we also share times of social reforms and 

political upheavels. Writings of one country have been influential in 

influencing the thought processes of other and history is rich with times 

when we have found ways and means to work shoulder to shoulder while 

maintaining our own sovereignty. 

After the Welcome Speech, the Conference was formally inaugurated by 

the lighting of the lamp by the Secretary General, SAARC, Her 

Excellency Fathimath Dhiyana Sayeed and Mr. Jaideep Mazumdar, 

Deputy Chief of the Indian Mission, Bairagi Kainla, Chancellor, Nepal 

Academy and Prof Abhi Subedi.

After the ceremony of lighting the lamp, Mr. Deb Mukerjee, who was High 

Commissioner of India, in Nepal, spoke for a short while on his 
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association with the Himalayas and the role Nepal had played in forging 

his love for the mountains.

Prof Lokraj Baral, an eminent diplomat from Nepal and also an 

academician spoke about the road ahead for the two close neighbours 

walking the path of democracy.

In a short speech Prof Abhi Subedi outlined the aims and goals of the 

Festival. He particularly highlighted the role that younger writers and 

artistes had to play in cementing the ancient friendship between two 

countries.

In her very meaningful speech, Her Excellency Fathimath Dhiyana 

Sayeed, SAARC General Secretary, elaborated the link that art helps us 

form with our surroundings and with our homeland. She told the story 

that she had lost her way on the first day of joining the Kathmandu office 

of SAARC. She had been able to find the building only because she 

recognized the huge art work done on one of the wall of the building by 

Arpana Caur. She said that is how art helps one find lost ground and 

discover oneself.

Fathimath Dhiyana Sayeed, also said that in the inner circles of SAARC, 

Ajeet Cour is jokingly called the 'Grandmother' of SAARC and she is 

loved by everyone . 

Prof. M. Bandhu, Advisor to the Nepal Chapter of FOSWAL, presented 

the vote of thanks, which brought the Inaugural Ceremony to a close. 

High Tea was served after the inauguration ceremony.

Session I

SAARC Literature and Language

The first academic session was chaired by Prof. Pushpesh Pant of the 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, who is an authority on International 

Relations. The session was opened by an elaborate and detailed 

account of FOSWAL and the need  for SAARC writers to continue 

Ajeet Cour delivering her Welcome Speech
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exchange and dialogue.

Dr. Birendra Pandey read out a very detailed researched paper titled 

“Prose of Protest: Politics of Irony in Contemporary Maithili Fiction.”

This was followed by a very interesting and scholarly paper titled 

“Critiquing the Self” by Dr. Arun Gupto. This paper was particularly 

interesting because it advocated the need to view South Asian literature 

as something that belonged to us and not as something that was alien, 

as had been done by the colonial rulers.

The last presentation in this session was by Dr. K. K. Mohammad, the 

well known archeologist. 

Ajeet Cour ji herself introduced Dr. K. K. Mohammad as the man who 

has a third eye and is able to understand which mound of earth has an 

ancient city buried under it. This instinct had made him a beloved of the 

caretakers of all the ancient temples. The hour long presentation was 

based on his excavation and restoration work of the Nalanda University 

and other Buddhist sites of ancient India.

The lecture cum multi-media show was greatly appreciated by the 

audience.

The session was concluded with the remarks by the Chairman Prof. 

Pushpesh Pant. In his very short address, Prof. Pant traced the recent 

International political developments and their effect on Indo-Nepal 

relations.

A very lavish lunch was arranged after the Inaugural.

The evening and late evening poetry recitation and live performances by 

the artistes who were part of the delegation from India had been 

scheduled in Patan, which is a heritage site about fifteen kilometers away 

from the main city of Kathmandu.

At the Central Courtyard, in the open air with the star littered sky for a 

roof, an amphi-theatre had been conjured. It was here that the poetry 

recitation and dance performances were held.

The poetry rendering was moderated by Manmohan Singh Mitwa, an 

established poet of Punjabi. The following poets from the Indian 

Delegation participated in the evening of poetry and read out their latest 

creations:

1. Leeladhar Mandloi
2. Suresh Salil
3. Mithilesh Srivastava
4. Rajesh Joshi
5. Manmohan Singh Mitwa

Due to Prof. Abhi Subedi's effort, a galaxy of Nepali poets joined the 

Indo-Nepal Festival. Among these were writers working in diverse 

languages like Maithili, Newari, Bhojpuri, Limbu and Nepali.

The following poets from Nepal participated in the evening of poetry and 

read out their latest creations:

1. Rajendra Bimal
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2. Durga Lal Shreshtha
3. Gopal Ask
4. Dinesh Adhikari
5. Manjul
6. Manu Manjil
7. Bhuwan Dhungana
8. Sandhya Pahari
9. Banira Giri
10. Laxmi Upreti
11. Shravan Mukarung
12. Bimal Subedi
13. Bimala Tungkhewa
14. Hari Adhikari
15. Bhupen Vyakul

The evening was concluded with a performance by Sneha 

Venkataramani, an upcoming Bharatnatyam Dancer, who has made quite 

a name for herself in the last few years. Sneha, who is a student of the 

well known Bharatnatyam Maestro, M. Saroja, presented Pushpanjali, 

Varnam, Padam and a Tillana in her recital.

Friday 21st October 2011

Venue Banquest Hall, Hotel Annapurna

Session II- Heritage and Architecture-9am-11am

 This session was chaired by Mr. Sudarshan Raj Tiwari, who has been 

responsible for the development and the preservation of the Kathmandu 

city for several years before his retirement.

In this session there were two very interesting papers on the process of 

preserving and restoring the architectural heritage of Nepal. Dr. Shiva 

Rijal made a multi-media presentation on “Tourism and Architectural 

Poetics in Kathmandu: a South Asian Experience.” 

The second presentation was by Mr. Rabindra Puri, who is builder by 

profession and has expanded into restoring and rebuilding traditional 

houses that are on the verge of collapse. 

Both these scholars made a strong case of the need to preserve the time 

tested knowledge of construction in the Himalayas, the vagaries of 

nature as it reacts to the artificial and the fine tuning required to 

assimilate man made construction with nature.

Noor Zaheer, who is a writer focusing on women issues, read a paper on 

the migration of Begum Hazrat Mahal, from Oudh, Lucknow to Nepal 

when she lost the last battle against the British. The paper highlighted 

the manner in which it is the common beings who struggle and fight for 

their homeland and again it is the masses who stand by them. Hazrat 

Mahal, a commoner, fought and lost and was given the support by the 

common people of Nepal. It is in Nepal that she lies buried.

In his concluding remarks the Chairman, Sudarshan Raj Tiwari, while 

appreciating the three papers also stressed on the point that a middle 

path has to be found so that restoration of the old is not in conflict with 

modern construction and heritage can be preserved without hampering 

the progress.
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Session- 11.15am- 1300pm

Indo-Nepal Relation

This session was chaired by Deb Mukerji who has been the High 

Commissioner of India in Nepal.

Prof. Pushpesh Pant presented a paper on “Redefining Peace in an Era 

of Globalization.” In his paper, Prof. Pant highlighted the need to keep 

the masses of the developing countries on the path to growth. Being the 

major contributors to the economy it is imperative that the poor of each of 

the SAARC country be treated at par. For this to happen it is important 

for these countries to think of themselves as a whole, a single unit.

Prof Lokraj Baral, presented a very meaningful paper on “Indo-Nepal 

Relations and its Broader Meaning.” He made a very important point of 

thinking beyond borders and acting beyond immediate repercussions. On 

the present political scenario he commented that both countries should 

dispense with past apprehensions and misgivings and work towards 

creating a more congenial atmosphere for lasting peace.

Deb Mukerjee concluded the session with the Chairmans remarks. He 

commented that to make peace meaningful, it is important to keep 

redefining it in the light of the analysis of the past.

A many course buffet lunch was served in the Hotel itself.

After Lunch, the Indian delegation with some Nepali writers, were again 

escorted to the poetry and dance venue in Bhaktpur. On the way, there 

was time to go round the Bhaktpur area, see the important temples and 

stop at the heritage sites.

The poetry session at the same venue at Bhaktpur was moderated by 

Prof. Abhi Subedi, who also translated some of the Nepali poems read 

out during the evening.

The following poets from the Indian Delegation participated in the 

evening of poetry and read out their latest creations:

1. Nand Bhardwaj
2. Siraj Ajmali
3. Suresh Kohli
4. Madhur

The following poets from Nepal participated in the evening of poetry and 

read out their latest creations:

1. Momila
2. Bishnu Bibhu Ghimire
3. D.B.Gurung
4. Abhi Subedi
5. Ramesh Chitij
6. Bipalav Dhakal
7. Sabita Gautam
8. Manoj Neupane
9. Sulochana Manandhar
10. Mukesh Prashar
11. Jyoti Jungal
12. Pushparaj Acharya
13. Chandrabir Tumbapo
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14. Suman Pokharel

The poetry session in the evening was followed by a flute recital by Pt. 

Kailash Sharma. He was accompanied by Pt. Prasoon Chatterjee on the 

Tabla.

The evening was concluded by a recital of Odissi Dance by the well 

known Odissi dancer Kavita Dwibedi. Daughter and disciple of Guru 

Hare Krishna Bahera, Kavita is one of the important exponents of the 

Odissi Classical dance form. She opened her recital with Vandana, going 

on to Pallavi and ending with Moksha.

Saturday, 22nd October 2011

Venue Banquet Hall, Hotel de l' Annapurna

Session IV   9am-11am

The Fourth Session was Chaired by Prof R.K.Choudary, Environmental 

Expert and Former Member of the National Planning Commission.

Deb Mukerjee being a full time mountaineer after retirement from Indian 

Foreign Service read out a paper on Indo Nepal Relations and the 

Himalayan Connectivity. He elaborated that it is not possible to think of 

the climate and weather of South Asia without taking cognizance of the 

Himalayas. These great mountain ranges have to be treated as a single 

entity though they are shared by several nations. In the environmental 

conservation of the Himalayas there has to be uniformity of policies and 

exchange of practical know how.

The second paper in the session was “Biodiversity in Nepal and India” 

presented by Prof. P.K.Jha. This paper highlighted the commonalities in 

the topography of the entire region covered by the Himalayas and how 

interference in it at one point is bound to affect the entire Himalayan 

ranges.

In his Chairman's remarks Prof. R.K.Choudhary emphasized the 

importance of including ecology and bio-diversity in all the treaties that 

are signed between neighbours, because it is important to have similar 

policies for the protection of the environmental resources.

Session V  

11.15am-1.00pm

The session was chaired by Mr. Karan Manadhar, Chancellor Nepal 

Academy of Fine Arts.

This session had two very interesting multi media presentations. The first 

one was by Sangeeta Thapa of Nepal, on “Art in South Asia.” Sangeeta 

Thapa while elaborating the development of modern art in Nepal, 

highlighted the depiction of the civil war in contemporary art. Nepal which 

has just seen the end of a seven year long civil war underwent a crisis as 

far as art and art forms were concerned. Thapa herself has been very 

involved in salvaging the art that came into being during these years and 

the way it depicted the engulfing internal strife.

The second presentation was by the well known Indian painter Arpana 

Caur. The focus of Arpana Caur's presentation was Public Art and she 
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elaborated on the need for well-known painters and artistes to explore 

these public spaces. She narrated her own experiences of using the 

large walls, painting them while standing on temporary scaffolding, with 

traffic going by. But it is important to use these spaces since everyone 

does not, cannot come to galleries, especially in the developing 

countries. So art has to reach out to them. She talked at length about the 

way she conceived and painted the Buddha on the wall of the SAARC 

Secretariat in Kathmandu. Here the Buddha sits with all the technology 

and machinery surrounding him but still he is in his deep meditative 

pose.

Karan Manadhar  in his Chairman's remarks pointed out the need for 

curating and documenting art in all its manifestations regardless of  the 

political situation and affiliations it has.

He said that often the art that had been rejected initially had turned out to 

be priceless and had given a new direction to its particular form.

LUNCH BREAK: 12.45pm-13.30pm

Session VI-Women Empowerment

The Session was chaired by Ajeet Cour, President, FOSWAL.

There were two papers in this Session. The first paper was presented by 

Sharmila Kantha-Empowering Women, Solidifying Development. Basing 

her paper on indepth data and facts she made out a strong point of how 

education and technical training of women has helped in not only 

empowering women, it has also become the basis of sustainable 

development. The need for both these countries was that the political 

commitment and social will should be created to  lay stress on women 

education and health.

The second paper by Ms. Pramila Rijal, Chairperson, SCWEC, was on 

“Women Empowerment in South Asia”.

Ajeet Cour in her Chairman's remarks showed her surprise at the very 

rosy picture of development painted by the two speakers. She said that 

truth was that women still have a secondary position in today's society 

and are nowhere the decision makers. They might be the arbiters of 

change, however they never emerge as leaders of economy for the 

simple reason that they almost never are in control of the finances nor 

are they possessors of the land. To date land remains the fundamental 

unit of economy in the agrarian societies. 

The Indo Nepal Festival of Literature and Culture ended with concluding 

remarks by Ajeet Cour and Apoorva Srivastava, the Secretary Culture, 

Indian High Commission, Kathmandu, Nepal. 

Apoorva Srivastava, lauded the variety that had been produced in a 

single conference, ranging from well-known poets and dancers to 

environmentalists and social activists.
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