
 
 
 
DELHI DECLARATION 
 
March 25, 26, 27, 2011 
 
We, the writers, academics, journalists, artists and peace activists 
from each of the eight SAARC countries, gathered here in Delhi to 
celebrate the life of the mind and of the arts, under the auspices of 
Foundation of SAARC Writers and Literature, do hereby declare 
that that our politicians-makers, economic advisers, civil society 
representatives, religious leaders must make every effort to contain 
and moderate every tendency to create social, communal, caste, 
gender or regional tensions between the nation states and among 
their peoples. Just as writers can talk to each other without fear of 
religious,  caste and gender vilification, musicians can appreciate 
the infinite variety of tunes that express their inner being, artists 
can look at the work painters and artisans without ethnic biases, 
critics can read texts from every region without national prejudice, 
and traders can do business across borders without threat, we urge 
that our political and religious orders ensure that there is always an 
atmosphere of peaceful tolerance, cultural appreciation and 
religious concord between the nations and the communities that 
form SAARC. 
 
We express our profound revulsion at the use of hasty forms of 
violence to settle national disputes, political differences, negotiate 
environmental concerns, or manage religious misunderstandings 
between the nation states that constitute SAARC. We believe that 
every disagreement can be resolved through dialogue and every 
cultural, moral, or religious issue can be discussed and debated for 
its peaceful resolution. 
 



We resolve that the governments of each of the SAARC countries 
must pledge that every boy and girl of every region, without 
exception, has the right to go to school and an education which 
respects his or her fundamental rights as a citizen and a human 
being. 
 
We believe that it is in the interest of peaceful exchange of ideas, 
opinions and beliefs that the countries should encourage cross-
border exchanges and frequent meetings between writers, 
academics, artists, peace-activists and other members of the civil 
societies so that there is a continuous effort made by the peoples of 
the region to understand each others’ problems and concerns 
better, build bridges of friendship and find peaceful solutions. 
 
We resolve that in the interest of peace in our region, no 
government infringes upon the right of any of its citizen to worship 
freely according to his or her faith and conscience; that no form of 
coercion is used to influence or change his or her convictions or 
faith; that no one, under any circumstance, is denied his or her 
right to criticism and free expression of idea and that no threat of 
punishment is made against those who use their fundamental and 
democratic right to express themselves. 
 
We urge that means be devised whereby the views of the people 
can be brought to the attention of policy-makers for careful 
consideration and implementation. 
 
We resolve that writers, artists, singers, peace-activists and others 
concerned with cultural and civil society issues, are exempted from 
Visa requirements to enable track II initiatives for promoting peace 
and free exchange of ideas in the region. 
 
 
 


