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DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIPS

LETTERS OF PEACE

The SAARC Festival of Literature builds bridges beyond borders

TEAT: MEEMNAKSHI KLIMAR

very vearwriters, poels, thinkers,
scholars and artists from eight
counlnes overcame bureaicratic
hurdles and personal problems
lo be part o
literary discussions. For the past 36 years
they have been fallowing their hearts
andl their love for literature which brings
them to the SAARC (South
Aszociation for Regiona Co-aperation)

Fi

Foelry sassions and

Asian

Festival of Litaralure,

[fis year the festival was organised
frorm March 25 ta 27 in New Delhi, The
topics of the vanous saminzrs were:

‘Contemporary creativity and soao-political

conflicts’, “oizes of the oppressed and the
excluded’, Literary legacy of Rabindranath
fagore, Nazrul Islam, Ghalib and Eaiy’
‘Mew voices of young writers’ and ‘SAARC
identity and global culture; Literature and
ground realities’. The SAARC Lifetime
Literary Achievernent Award was given to
Lirdu poel foginder Paul,

The festival is a brainchild of eminen:
Funjabi writer Ajeet Cour. Initially, Pakistan
was the only participating country, Cour, a
spuniey worman who runs the Acadermy of
Fine Ars and Literature in the capital, had
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been organising the Indian languages
writers’ meet since 1975, She strongly fel
the need for a cultural exchange betwesan
India’s neighbouring countries and was
keen that 2 dizlogue on peace be initiated
through a wiiters' meet and thus started
the whaole process,

‘It wasn't an easy task to get all the
recalls Cour. The first
1987 saw the wvisit of
Jamilludin Aali, a poet who has the
unigue distinction of writing dohas in a
mix of &har bolf {a didlect of Hindi
spoken in Utar Pradesh) and Urdu.
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’ WORD POWER: (clockwise from focing '

page) D Abid Hussdin on the padium;
4 Jogtinelesr Pael, Gursharan Kaur, wile of

Mani Shankar Ansar; and Ajeet Cour with
Prodessos Shali Ahmwed lom Bangladesh

‘ Primie Minkster Manmahar Singh and }

The first conleronos tumed oot ta be

a success with prominent names |

o

Pakistan such as Fakbar Zaman, Fahmida
Riaz and Kishwar Naheed partopating.
The conference proved that cultural
contact between the two neighbours
s possible

Far the next 12 years, this cultural
gxchange has continued to grow wilh
mote wiiters jaining in. Then i 2000,
Cour was asked 1o include other SAARC
nations in the conferenca, So in Agril
first  SAARC  Writers

Conlerence was otganised along wath

2000, the
the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and
the Foundation of SAARC Wiiters and
(FOSWALY. The

resolution baautitully summed up the

Literalure first-ever

spnil behind the conlerence: "We are the

matl dreamers of the SAARC region. Let
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s, the writers and te creativie latermity
ol the

bindlges ol fnendshin across boeders ard

region, endeavow to ceate
beyond borders.”

It has indeed bean a joumey of long-
lasting friendships 2nd relationships. As
Prol Rafagat Ali Khkan, who has been
assockated with this conterence lor near'y
20 years, says, 'W's after the day's
sessicins, when we sil down far dinner
that we loosen up and discuss matlers
which are clase to our hearts, We talk
aboul Ghally, Faiz, visa prablems bul
never Kashimir”

Cour has constantly striven o find
mew wriiters from across the SAARC
tedian, She fandly remembers how she
lscovered Mano Manzil, a young wimer
from the Masos! region of Bralnagar m

mepal, "When the Maoist problem began,

| wert to Kathmandu and after a long
search discovered this young man who
wiote poelry. |
camerence r

ohwously thrilled, Today, he sources new
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irvited

2002037 He was

wirters for the conference

when  funis shart, Cour's

celebrated painter-daughter Arpana steps

n

in with her generaus assistance, Yel, Colr
can never think af giving this

proect up. For her every moment 1< a
high point. Whethes it was the wsit of
Ahmed MNadeem Qasmi, the Pakistani
poel whom yncist Gulzar considers his
purd and who =eldom allends any
seminars of Peing complimented by
noted sirger Ghulam Al or even geting
writers from the reighbauring countries
I st logether a1 1he conlerence, ot has

by a ost satisbang jourey, »
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